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Dear Rear Admiral Stokes, 

NLM has received the test method recommendations for five in vitro test methods 
proposed for assessing potential pyrogenicity of pharmaceuticals and ot her products. 
Pursuant to Section 3(e)(4) ofthe ICCVAM Authorization Act of 2000, we have reviewed the 
ICCVAM recommendations and recommend that the Secretary of HHS forward them to 
appropriate agencies. 

As you know, we do not have any regulatory or testing authority that would need to be 
in compliance with these recommendations. We do, however, heartily endorse their adoption 
and the continued work to promote and encourage the development and use of alternative test 
methods that are found to be effective and applicable. 

We have included the newly recommended methods in our NLM database on animal testing 
alternatives http:ljtoxnet.nlm.nih.gov/ altbib.html . This database provides bibliographic 
references on many issues related to animal testing, and uses pre-formulated strategies to help 
users find literature citations in PubMed. It also provides links to additional useful sources of 
information related to alternatives to animal testing. 

We are happy to participate in the important work of the I.CCVAM, and look forward to 
continuing to serve on this committee as it works to facilitate the evaluation and adoption of 
test methods that provide improved animal welfare as while protecting human health and the 
environment. 

Donald A.B. Lindberg, M.D. 

Director 
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